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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the reality of rural vulnerability in relation to disasters
and natural hazards by examining the repercussions of the 2023 Al Haouz earthquake.
The commune of Asni located in the Western High Atlas is used as primary model for this
study. We started in this article with the fundamental hypothesis that natural disasters
do not equally have the same consequences, impacts, and effects across affected
areas; rather, their severity intensifies in rural regions suffering from high vulnerability,
manifested in weak infrastructure, geographical isolation, and economic and social
fragility. The commune of Asni, located within the mountain range of the Western High
Atlas, is distinguished by spatial characteristics that make it highly exposed to various
natural hazards. Notably its rugged topography, weak basic services, strong reliance

on agricultural activities. Moreover, the prevalence of traditional construction, which
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increased the losses during the 2023 earthquake. This earthquake left huge impacts on
the commune, primarily manifested in: massive human casualties, the displacement
of a large population due to the collapse of their homes and damage to infrastructure
and local economic activities, primary those related to agriculture and livestock, leading
to a decline in income and increased the residents’ vulnerability. Finally ,the damage
affecting roads and rural paths, which deepened the isolation of the affected villages
and delayed their access to aid and essential services. On the one hand, the 2023
earthquake revealed a fragile spatial structure in Asni, due to many factors, mainly
the limited integration of natural risk management into rural development policies,
the weak territorial planning, and the absence of effective preventive policies. On the
other hand, it highlighted a set of ways to enhance territorial resilience in affected areas.
These include : reconstruction according to earthquake-resistant standards, improving
infrastructure and strengthening territorial governance mechanisms for disaster
risk management. Therefore, we can say without a doubt that the 2023 earthquake
represented a pivotal momentin Morocco’s natural risk management since it showed
the necessity of shifting from a reactive, post-disaster approach to a proactive one based
on precise, well-studied plans based on prevention and sustainable planning, ensuring

the strengthening of resilience in rural areas facing various threatening natural hazards.

Keywords: Al Haouz earthquake - Spatial vulnerability - Natural hazards - Territorial

resilience - Development.
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