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Prophethood between al-Razi and Ibn Sina
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Abstract

This article examines the respective conceptions of prophecy in Islamic thought as
articulated by al-Razi the physician and Ibn Sina the philosopher. Prophecy constitutes
a central issue in both philosophy and kalam, one whose roots many scholars trace
back to the earliest stages of the Muhammadan proclamation. The article focuseson a
comparative analysis of the two positions, on the premise that the Avicennian theory
of prophecy represents an extension of an intellectual tradition shaped by dialectical
engagement within the Islamic discursive sphere-whether through direct refutations
or more implicit forms of debate. Within this framework, the study poses two principal
questions: the first seeks to determine the nature of al-Razi’s treatment of the question
of prophecy, and the second aims to elucidate Ibn Sina’s development of a distinctive

approach to this topic.
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