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This article examines the role of symbols in the Almohad state as active tools for

religious and political legitimacy, beyond mere decoration. The Almohads integrated

emblems into a political—religious project, from the square dirham of Ibn Tumart to
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banners under Muhammad al-Nasir combining doctrinal texts with geometric, animal,
and astronomical symbols. Analysis of symbols such as the eight-pointed star, crescent,
and lion reveals meanings of divine balance, communal unity, and caliphal authority.
Royal attire like the caftan also served as visible markers of hierarchical legitimacy.
Overall, Almohad symbols formed an integrated system that visually and symbolically

defined state identity and authority.
Keywords: Almohad state - Symbols - Square dirham - Emblems - Banners.
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